
Why have 
out-of-school 
numbers suddenly
increased by
21 million? 
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This is 21 million more
than previously
estimated.

The GEM Report and
the UIS explain why

272 million
children, adolescents 
and youth were 
out of school in 2023.
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Insufficient progress
in enrolment

Updated global
population
estimates 

Two main drivers
behind the increase:
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This led to a rise
of 8 million in the
out-of-school
population.

Global efforts to get children into
school have slowed. In some cases,
they have reversed.

Enrolment progress
has stalled1



THE latest  Population 
data show that the number
of 6–17-year-olds 
has increased by 49 million.

When matched with
existing enrolment
figures, this leads to 
13 million more children
and youth being counted
as out of school.

The school-age
population has grown2
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Out-of-school estimates
depend on how we 
collect data:

The GEM Report and the UIS
model use both to provide 

a balanced estimate.

measure enrolment proportionally, 
so the out-of-school rates stay stable.

Administrative data (school headcounts)

Survey data

assume enrolment does not change.
So if the population grows, it can look
like more children are out of school.

(household surveys) 



Children in conflict-affected 
or disaster-hit countries are 
often invisible in official data.

But the data still 
misses children in crisis

Lack of information leads 
to underestimates of 
out-of-school populations.
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The crisis is deeper in 
conflict-affected countries

In 10 countries 
on the IRC
Emergency
Watchlist, the 
out-of-school
population may be
underestimated 
by 13 million.

If included, the global out-of-school
total would rise to 285 million .
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Use the SDG 4 Scorecard to revisit
commitments, close the data gaps,

and put every learner on track. 
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We have 5 years
until 2030.

#SDG4Scorecard
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